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Dear Candidates for Elected Office in the 2022 Takoma Park City Council Election, 

Takoma for All (TFA) is a group of Maryland and Washington D.C. neighbors working to 

strengthen a vibrant, inclusive, prosperous, resilient, and transit-friendly community. We 

advocate the creation and preservation of affordable and market-rate housing, commercial 

spaces, and community amenities including schools, parks, recreation facilities and public 

spaces. 

Thank you for standing for election to city office. To help us understand your position on topics 

of interest to our group and the Takoma Park public, would you please respond to the following 

questions? 

1. Despite the recent failed Takoma Junction project, Takoma Park has

several large tracts of land that are unused or underused. Please

describe your vision for what you'd like to see Takoma Park officials

do to promote these sites for revitalization?
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2. Takoma Park hasn't added any apartment buildings ever since it

adopted rent control in 1981. If elected, would you support

providing an incentive for builders to construct apartments by giving

them an automatic exemption from rent control restrictions for a

fixed period of time (e.g. 10-20 years)?

A: I tJ�; ll fl o t Sufft.?" + Cl-1'1 c.c_ u_fcm&1_t-c. e,xe_nt.1f·; .;11
1

bl,{r T 4:..m.- OfeJJ 7t., C.o/l.s:-1ler<·� a_{fe.irnel-e__ 
pr-0 rv.s,q_{.s;· ·ft4.t w//1 re.s.tc.!t ,-rt CL!.fov-la._b[,e_ 
h OU�; d -t ,- IO"-' "-") 11'-; ll I e i ;\ u,,n e peup /e_ 

Back to Top of the Document 

Candidate:  Terry Seamens
Ward#: 4



3. Do you support Montgomery County's proposed general plan,
known as "Thrive 2050"? If so, do you support Thrive's central tenet
to revise land use designations for properties that are adjacent to
transit hubs like the Takoma Metro Station in DC and proposed
Purple Line Stations in Takoma Park?
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4. Although Takoma Park kids can choose from several high schools,
Montgomery Blair High School is the "home" school for most kids and it
is overcapacity by more than 300 kids. Blair HS is projected to be more
than 900 kids over capacity in less than 10 years {p.6). Do you support
the building of a new high school located in Takoma Park or Silver
Spring?
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5. The Montgomery County Public School system has previously
proposed expanding Piney Branch Elementary School in a way that
would eliminate the indoor pool. Do you agree or disagree with this
proposal?
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6. Takoma Park city employees are currently developing a much­

needed public space management plan, but it's already clear that some

recent changes have been successful such as the partial closure of

Laurel Avenue during the pandemic to increase public space. If elected,

will you consider voting to permanently close all or part of Laurel

Avenue and other commercial spots to increase the public space for our

residents and commercial patrons?
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7. Cycling is a proven method to provide our kids and our poorest

residents with a climate-friendly mode of travel around Takoma Park,

but only if it's safe for users. Maple and Carroll Avenues are among the

city's most active cycling corridors due to their proximity to community

amenities. If elected, will you vote to provide our children and most

vulnerable residents with a safe place to use their bicycles to access

critical Takoma Park amenities?

A: I .Sironr3-lt Sl<ffo�-f- iie... �fC(_JiS'/ovl of £� �ekJa.y5

tfL r-o(,(_t'(" 't--·f /r:e.-�oVJt � P�."I<, ·1�� le.v� ( ; s �ff-�
i >7 f{ � -� €-tk_� Ls < All�i'Lj ve .... ---1 IO w ·- ; AC. V Jt{ e re_;, ,--l evr. -6-
(; ve- I�� W q....r-1 4 a.It� re7,tL.} ,-.e_ � 1 t{q_f e. r� k. ;-<f <f- as 
A.o res ,J.e..t.'t of ol1,_-e_v- 4:/=v-l.s� tJe. 11.e.eel f�.f 1LT fe.�V-e_ � /

8. The City of Takoma Park currently only requires vacant properties to
•·

be registered as such by their owners. If elected, would you support

the creation of a vacancy tax to encourage landlords to make

productive use of their properties?

A: l �up{brf V?tc.a__no/ t� 
c, i\. S e.pa.r�t-e.. 61 it-; 6 c,·f-

3IPage 

OfL bu.; / l.:-�J--S b H-t· rt;f­
rnu_ / f, -f q_nr :· Ir' bl,(_;-/ J ,, rz()'r,

Back to Top of the Document 



9. How do you envision building consensus around controversial

subjects likely to come before the council? What is your experience in

reaching "across the isle" and thereby overcome possible division in the

city?
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10. Wha are your plans to allow for residents with diverse

backgrounds, e.g. renters, minorities, immigrants, and young families to 

be an active part of the discussion and decision making in the city (e.g. 

in Committees)? 
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